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Mayor Ackley explained Audience Participation is for Council to listen to comments before 
action is taken. 

Jeff Zug, 420 Wellsboro - said he was at the initial Tri-A meeting and in advance of the next 
meeting, his concerns as a business person and an expert in business, he is aware of multiple 
companies here in the United States who operate as a business buying city water rights, then they 
go and find the most damaged section of the water sections, they repair it and then they keep the 
water rates the same. Then they start bringing in lots and lots of cash. Mr. Zug asked in this 
proposal to repair the Tri-A subdivision, where Council is planning to charge the residents to 
repair the streets, he wants Council to prove to him the ratio of water, not the cost, but for every 
gallon of water that comes into this city and doesn't leave the city on the other side, how much of 
it actually gets charged back to the resident. Mr. Zug said in other words, if the City is not at 1.25 
to 1, the City should either be funding this street repair, or should be dramatically lowering 
everybody's water bill. Because if not, and the City repairs the Tri-A sub and charge the Tri-A 
sub, Council needs to be aware, they will be sitting on a pot of cash $50 to $200,000 in excess 
revenue. Mr. Zug said the Tri-A subdivision is losing a massive amount of water which the City 
is recouping with higher rates. If Council does not lower the rates to match the repairs to the Tri
A sub and then turn around and charge the Tri-A sub for street repairs on top of it, he said it is 
dishonorable. Mr. Zug said he would like to know the ratio because that will tell him exactly 
how much revenue the City will be sitting on once the Tri-A subdivision is repaired. 

Steve Brown, City Manager of Wixom - explained one of the agencies had to step forward and 
be the recipient agency on the monies coming through the TAP grant. Mr. Brown said 
Commerce was ineligible, it had to be either Wixom or Walled Lake. Mr. Brown said Wixom 
stepped forward and as part of the grant process, Wixom had to certify the TAP grant funds for 
the $2.15 million-dollar grant, Wixom had to represent that they were going to step forward and 
make the funds available and have the funds available to do the project including the local match 
that was required which had been committed to by the communities. Mr. Brown said when 
Wixom stepped up to the plate, they did on the basis of the representation from the partners of 
the trail way council including the City of Walled Lake for their portion of $420,000 which was 
committed to on two or three different occasions, with commitment to TAP grant, with the 
budgeting process, and the Cost Participation agreement. Mr. Brown said on the basis of these 
representations, Wixom stepped forward and made good on those funds, will advance the funds, 
and will be reimbursed. That is what was called for in the Cost Participation agreement. Mr. 
Brown said he is asking the City of Walled Lake to live up to that commitment and discourages 
Council from opting out of the trail way council. Mr. Brown said this trail very important to the 
state, region, and the City of Walled Lake. Mr. Brown said there is opportunity to create a first
class trail on this 5.3 miles of trail we have. Mr. Brown said the sources of funding the $2.5 
million from the TAP grant, $1.3 million from the Ralph Wilson Jr Foundation, and the State 
with $3 .2 million for the bridge is extraordinary. Mr. Brown said these funding sources provided 
were the lion's share of the cost and for pennies on the dollar for the local communities, there 
can be a first-class resource developed making it a part of the Great Lakes to Lake trail crossing. 
Mr. Brown encouraged Council to rethink the decisions before them tonight. Mr. Brown said he 
would like to see Walled Lake continue to be part of the !railway council, continue to meet the 
commitment made to the City of Wixom and Commerce Township as part of the !railway 
















































